
            On April 19, 2008 I went to visit the Pope with a large group 
of children and some parents from St. Augustine’s church. The day 
started out with setting down our towels and blankets to mark our ter-
ritory on the extremely large field. 
            The Pope was not to arrive for a number of hours and some of 
the kids and I got a little bored after sitting for a while so we decided 
to find a spot to play hackey-sack. After playing for only two minutes, 
some priests asked us to play. We were a little skeptical at first but we 
were more than welcoming. Before we knew it we had started a mas-
sive game of hackey-sack and to our amazement the priests were very 
good. 
            After the game we started to get hungry. We took the food tokens we were given on the way in and got 
a water and burger from the vendors. During this entire time people had been performing on the stage. We 
found out that Kelly Clarkson was going to be performing later so we took action. Because one of the kids that 
came with us had a family member working for the Police we were able to go back stage. After waiting for 
about an hour Ms. Clarkson drove by us in a golf cart. We jumped up saying her name trying to get her auto-
graph. Even though we scared her she said she would meet us after she performed. We walked back to our 
blankets and watched her sing for a little then as soon as she finished we ran to get her autograph. She would-
n’t let us have an autograph but we took a picture with her, which was just as cool.  
            The Pope was coming on next so we decided to stay with the rest of the group. The Pope came on and 
talked to everyone and said a couple of prayers. He walked to the edge of the stage to touch some people and it 
was an amazing experience.  
            Afterward, the group headed for the back of the field to leave before the other thousands of people. We 
got on the shuttle to take us back to our bus and we headed home. It had been a long but memorable day and I 
was glad to have had the opportunity to participate. 
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Members of the St. Augustine’s Parish Youth Group 
attend the Youth Rally for the Pope’s visit to NYC. 
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Youth Group organizers L to R:  
Maria Garzona, Lisa Marr 

& Sue Romagnoli  

Photo at Right  
Top: Kevin Johnson,  

Matt Marr, Ryan Ger-
spach, Tim O’Connor - 

Volunteer Open Gym 
Coordinator  

Bottom: Pat Joyce,  
Nick Garzona 

This Spring the Youth Group continued to be an active part of the Parish. Some of the activities included 
open gym events, a trip to Ronald McDonald house in the city, planting at Carver House in Port Chester and 
of course the Youth Masses. 
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L to R: Carla Staffaroni, Dan Smith/
Drums, Nick Carlin & Burke Johnson 

L to R: Greg Gold/Drums & 
Dan Smith/Guitar 

L to R: Nick Carlin/Guitar, Carla Staffaroni/Violin, 
Burke Johnson/Guitar 

Youth Group Band 

Youth Choir Open Gym Event   Special thanks to... 

St. Augustine 7th Grade Girls. Front: Maggie Sullivan, Melissa Marks, Patricia Galan. 
Back:Coach Dominic Schmitt, Ashley Laymon, Hannah Fitzgerald, Joann DiBuono, 

Erin Federspiel, Hannie Everett, Zoe Schmitt, Coach Fred Federspiel 
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St. Augustine’s 7th Grade girls’ basketball 
team captured the Westchester-Putnam 
CYO divisional crown on February 24th, 
beating Sacred Heart of Dobbs Ferry in 
the league championship game 36-29.  
 

Photo & copy courtesy of the Larchmont Gazette. 
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Lara ����������������������������  Lopez-Cano 

Nicole����	
������	
������	
������	
��  Luzzi 

Morgan ��
���	���
���	���
���	���
���	� MacDonald 

Catherine ��������
���������
���������
���������
�  Martin 

Mary Kate �������
��������
��������
��������
�   McErlean 

Ryan����	��	����	��	����	��	����	��	  McNally 

Sara ��	���	���	���	�  Nishimura 

Anna �������������������� Pawl 

Victoria �	��
������	��
������	��
������	��
����� Perrachon 

Hayley ��
����	����
����	����
����	����
����	�� Reid 

Amanda �������
���������
���������
���������
�� Romagnoli 

Lauren ��	�
����	�
����	�
����	�
�� Rush 

Amanda �����
�	������
�	������
�	������
�	�  Testa 

Alexandra ��
����	����
����	����
����	����
����	�� Young 

Sarah ����
������
������
������
��  Zupon�
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Robert ��
��
���
��
���
��
���
��
�  Grinnell 

Russell �� ���� ���� ���� ��  Haug 

Christopher !��
���!��
���!��
���!��
��� Heiss 

Sara �������
��������
��������
��������
�  Hofmann 

Anne ��������������������  Jacobs 

Etienne ��
�����
�����
�����
��� Jarry 

Kelly �����
�	������
�	������
�	������
�	�  Johanson 

Conor ��"������"������"������"���� Joyce 

Lauren ��
����	���
����	���
����	���
����	�  Joyce 

Melanie #��	��#��	��#��	��#��	�� Keating 

��� ����� ����� ����� ��  Kelly 

Lydia �������
��������
��������
��������
�   Keresh 

Lucas $����$����$����$���� Leslie 

Jorge�%������%������%������%������ Alpuente 

Christina ��
����	����
����	����
����	����
����	�� Bishop 

Daniel ���
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�	� Bracho 

Kelly &����&����&����&���� Cadden 
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Christopher ��
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�  Cotter 

Jessica ��	�
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���	�
�  Damiano 

Jolie $��$��$��$��  De Feis 

Madeleine %�	�(��(�%�	�(��(�%�	�(��(�%�	�(��(�  Despins 

Peter �	
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��	�  Fanelli 

Lucy ���	
�����	
�����	
�����	
��  Flanagan 

Daniella ��������������������  Fois 
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��  Geithner 
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Sincere thanks to the Capital Campaign Committee who spent countless 
hours on behalf of the Parish and by all counts managed an extremely suc-
cessful campaign. Our thanks as well to you, the Parishioners, for your 
overwhelming generosity and support.  

  

The 2008 Capital Campaign Committee:   Honorary Chairman , Joseph Vandernoot 
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We are all so proud of Cara 
McEvily, a 5th grade parish-
ioner who won two gold 
medals for freestyle swim-
ming events at the Special 

Olympics Swim meet at Marist Col-
lege on March 29th.  
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            In April, our long time parish-
ioner Nancy Angiulo received the 
“Someone Special Award” which was 
presented during the St. Augustine’s 
Seniors meeting by Mamaroneck 
Town Supervisor Valerie Moore-
O’Keefe, Larchmont Mayor Liz Feld, Msgr. Kelly, and Alice Farrell who nominated Nancy. The award is a 
partnership between Home Town Media Group, Jan Mar Trophy Co. and the Volunteer Center of United Way 
and honors Nancy for exemplary service to the Larchmont/Mamaroneck community over many years. 
            Nancy is a long time volunteer at St. Augustine’s. She is a volunteer Co-Director of the Seniors Pro-
gram, taught CCD classes, for many years she participated in Midnight Run, organizes the yearly retreats, and 
is a Eucharistic minister. She fosters a relationship with the neighboring French-American School, encourag-
ing students to work with the St. Augustine’s seniors, she volunteered for many events held at St. Augustine’s. 
Nancy also is a long-time active volunteer for the Larchmont Womans’ Club, the Larchmont Senior Center, 
Don Bosco, The Bronx Zoo, The Westchester Golf Tournament, a member of Town of Mamaroneck Traffic 
Committee, active at Voters Registration and she served as an inspector of the Election Board. She is an avid 
painter and helps organize an art exhibition at the Larchmont Public Library.  
            Congratulations Nancy on receiving this well deserved award. 

Joe Vandernoot celebrated his 100th Birthday on May 20th. Born in 
the Bronx, Joe is a long-time active member of the parish. He has 

been a trustee as well as president of both the Parish Council and the 
Men’s Club. A special mass in his honor took place on May 18th. 
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Clergy                                 
 

Rev. Msgr. Thomas R. Kelly�
Rev. Msgr. Walter F. Kenny�
Rev. Joseph DeSanto�
Rev. Joseph Karimattom 

Jerry Baum, Chairman�
Anne Avenius�
John McGarr�
Mary Jo Mitchell�

Rita Murray�
Steve Piccone�
Anne-Mieke Smeets�
John Spollen�

Renovations Committee  
�

Paul Steinborn (RIP)�
Anne Avenius�
Jack Callahan�
Jay Romagnoli�

Steering Committee �

Let Us Know!  

Do you know of a parishioner who 
you feel should be recognized?   

 

If so, please contact the editor, Mary 

Margaret Johnson at  833-3900 
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             There has been much controversy surrounding the recent book on the letters of Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. This book published by Doubleday in 2007 and edited by Brian Kolodiejchuk, 
is entitled Mother Teresa – Come Be My Light.  Mother Teresa was born in Macedonia in 1910. 
She joined the Sisters of Loreto in 1928 and was sent to India early on in her religious life. For 
twenty years she taught at a high school in Calcutta, until she received a call from God to begin ser-
vice to the extreme poor and form the Missionaries of Charity. Father Kolodiejchuk is spearheading Mother’s can-
onization efforts and does careful work in organizing her personal letters which reveal her inner spiritual life. Most 
of us remember Mother Teresa as a tiny, wrinkled old woman with sparkling eyes and a ready smile. But her letters 
reveal an inner desolation, as she felt herself bereft of the presence of God for almost fifty years. She repeatedly 
said, “If I ever become a Saint – I will surely be one of “darkness.” I will continually be absent from Heaven – to 
light the light of those in darkness on earth.” How is it then that such a positive and prayerful person, that this great 
woman of peace and devotion could have such an extended ‘dark night of the soul’ and still do so much good on 
this earth? The answer lies in her belief that Jesus asked this of her so that she might reach others. She says continu-
ally, “His ways are so beautiful - to think that we have God almighty to stoop so low as to love you and me and 
make use of us - and make us feel that He really needs us.” She believed herself to be a bridge between God and 
others and if she had to suffer the lack of God’s presence in her life for five decades, she was willing to do so. This 
book focuses on making the beatified Mother Teresa into a saint. And after reading her story, I believe that she is.  
             Interestingly enough, James Martin’s autobiography, My Life With the Saints, published by Loyola Press in 
2006, mentions Mother Teresa as one of his holy companions on life’s journey. Father Martin tells how he came 
upon seventeen saints and companions who greatly enriched his life.  Their personalities vary greatly. Included are 
St. Bernadette Soubirous, Thomas Merton, the Ugandan Martyrs, Dorothy Day, Mary, Ignatius Loyola, Joan of Arc 
and Pope John XXIII. Father Martin tells of his conversion to the religious life through a statue of Saint Jude that 
lay hidden (but not forgotten) in his sock drawer. Each of the Saints and good people that he presents help us center 
ourselves and find an essential thought that will carry us through different challenges in life. He quoted Mother 
Teresa as saying: “You can do something I can’t do. I can do something you can’t do. Together let us do something 
beautiful for God.” This one statement is enough to inspire many months of life as we travel with her as a spiritual 
guide. The other saints presented similarly enrich our lives. At long last I found a book I didn’t want to put down, 
for it touched my spirit with its pure messages of how to live a more Christ centered life. I recommend it highly! 

����Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 

          In September a group of parents met to address the possibility of re-igniting the St. Augustine’s Youth 
Group.  It is sometimes hard in this day and age, even as an adult, to fully understand the importance and rele-
vance of being part of a Parish. In the past “the parish” acted as the focal point for our community activities 
such as organized sports, social activities, and the celebration of various milestones in life.  This is not neces-
sarily so for today’s youth. And yet, when I look at all the events and activities our parishioners have been in-
volved in over the last number of months, I am struck by the fact that they mostly involve community outreach 
programs, sports, social activities and the sacramental celebrations.   
 

          How blessed we are to have a community of people who share a common bond of Catholicism.  How 
fortunate to have a group of dedicated people committed to engaging the youth of our parish. With all today’s 
distractions this is no easy task. We must as a Parish continue to present opportunities and to encourage our 
young adults to participate so that in the years to come they will understand the relevance of being part of this 
great Catholic community.                                         
          Many thanks, as always, to all who have contributed to this publication. 
 

                                                                                                                     — Mary Margaret Johnson, Editor 
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A book review by Annalea Ricci 



· Food Pantry 
· French Community 
· Habitat for Humanity 
· Ladies Auxiliary 
· Larchmont Catholic Library 
· Larchmont Interfaith Council 
· Lectors 
· Legion of Mary 
· Meditation Group 
· Midnight Run 
· Mother Teresa’s Soup 

Kitchen 
· Parents with Young Children 
· Parish Council 
· Prayer Network 
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Pray for Peace in the Hearts of All People 
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· Adult Education 
· Altar Guild 
· Altar Servers 
· Angel Tree 
· Baptismal Robes 
· Basketball—Adults & Chil-

dren 
· Bereavement Group 
· Book Group 
· Cancer Sewing Group 
· Choir—Adults & Children 
· Christian Social Action 
· Coffee Hour—Family Mass 
· Cub Scouts 
· Eucharistic Ministers 

· Pre-school Religion during 
Family Mass 

· Prison Ministry 
· Reflections 
· Religious Education 
· Religious Education Board 
· Retreats 
· Rosary Group 
· Seniors 
· Thanksgiving Dinner Drive 
· Ushers 
· Welcoming Committee 
· Young Adults 
· Youth Ministry 
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