By Kevin Johnson

On April 19, 2008 | went to visit thepe with a large grouq
of children and some parents from St. Augustinéisrch. The day
started out with setting down our towels and blasike mark our ter-
ritory on the extremely large field. :

The Pope was not to arrive for a nunmdfdrours and some off
the kids and | got a little bored after sitting fowhile so we decideq za ¥V
to find a spot to play hackey-sack. After playiog énly two minutes, [~ 9
some priests asked us to play. We were a littlptsdad at first but we 2 :
were more than welcoming. Before we knew it we &i@ited a mas{—, —— ~ ="~ Augustine’s Parish Youth Grod
sive game of hackey-sack and to our amazementriggtwere very| attend the Youth Rally for the Pope’s visit to NYC
good.
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After the game we started to get hungve took the food tokens we were given on the inand got
a water and burger from the vendors. During thigrenime people had been performing on the stége.
found out that Kelly Clarkson was going to be perfimg later so we took action. Because one of ttis that
came with us had a family member working for théid@owe were able to go back stage. After waitiag f
about an hour Ms. Clarkson drove by us in a galf. &e jumped up saying her name trying to geteheo-
graph. Even though we scared her she said she vmoedd us after she performed. We walked back to our
blankets and watched her sing for a little thes@sn as she finished we ran to get her autographwsuld-
n't let us have an autograph but we took a pictutlk her, which was just as cool.

The Pope was coming on next so we @elcid stay with the rest of the group. The Popeecamand
talked to everyone and said a couple of prayersvalked to the edge of the stage to touch someleemyl it
was an amazing experience.

Afterward, the group headed for thekbaicthe field to leave before the other thousasidseople. We
got on the shuttle to take us back to our bus amthe@aded home. It had been a long but memorablarthy
was glad to have had the opportunity to participate
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This Spring the Youth Group continued to be anvacpart of the Parish. Some of the activities idel
open gym events, a trip to Ronald McDonald hougaencity, planting at Carver House in Port Cheatef
of course the Youth Masses.

Youth Group Band

L to R: Nick Carlin/Guitar, Carla Staffaroni/Violin L to R: Greg Gold/Drums & L to R: Carla Staffaroni, Dan Smith/
Burke Johnson/Guitar Dan Smith/Guitar Drums, Nick Carlin & Burke Johnson
Open Gym Event Youth Choir Special thanks to...

Photo at Right
Top: Kevin Johnson,

Matt Marr, Ryan Ger-
spach, Tim O’Connor -
Volunteer Open Gym
Coordinator

Bottom: Pat Joyce,
Nick Garzona

Youth Group organizers L to R:
Maria Garzona, Lisa Marr
& Sue Romagnoli

St. Augustine’s 7th Grade girls’ basketbpgll
team captured the Westchester-Putrjam
CYO divisional crown on February 24t,
beating Sacred Heart of Dobbs Ferry
the league championship game 36-29.
Photo & copy courtesy of the Larchmont Gazette.
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St. Augustine 7th Grade Girls. Front: Maggie Sualfiy Melissa Marks, Patricia Galan.
Back:Coach Dominic Schmitt, Ashley Laymon, Hannd@derald, Joann DiBuono,
Erin Federspiel, Hannie Everett, Zoe Schmitt, Cdadd Federspiel
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We are all so proud of Cafrg
McEvily, a 5th grade parisi-
ioner who won two gold
medals for freestyle swinp-
ming events at the Spec|g
Olympics Swim meet at Marist Cql:
lege on March 29th.

In April, our long time parisl| { Joe Vandernoot celebrated his 100th Birthday on REf. Born in
ioner Nancy Angiulo received tt|§ the Bronx, Joe is along-time active member ofghesh. He has
“Someone Special Award” which w| {been a trustee as well as president of both thisiP@ouncil and th
presented during the St. Augustin|| Men’s Club. A special mass in his honor took planeMay 18th.
Seniors meeting by Mamarone !

Town Supervisor Valerie Moore

11

O’Keefe, Larchmont Mayor Liz Feld, Msgr. Kelly, ardice Farrell who nominated Nancy. The award
partnership between Home Town Media Group, JanMaphy Co. and the Volunteer Center of United \}
and honors Nancy for exemplary service to the Laht/Mamaroneck community over many years.

gram, taught CCD classes, for many years she jpated in Midnight Run, organizes the yearly raseand
is a Eucharistic minister. She fosters a relatignstith the neighboring French-American School, @mag
ing students to work with the St. Augustine’s sesiighe volunteered for many events held at Stustilge’s
Nancy also is a long-time active volunteer for ttegchmont Womans’ Club, the Larchmont Senior Ce
Don Bosco, The Bronx Zoo, The Westchester Golf maarent, a member of Town of Mamaroneck Trg
Committee, active at Voters Registration and sheeskeas an inspector of the Election Board. Staniavid
painter and helps organize an art exhibition atfmehmont Public Library.

Nancy is a long time volunteer at StigAstine’s. She is a volunteer Co-Director of tlemiSrs Prot
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Congratulations Nancy on receiving thel deserved award. /fet

Sincere thanks to the Capital Campaign Committee sent countles-
hours on behalf of the Parish and by all countsagad an extremely su -
cessful campaign. Our thanks as well to you, thesRianers, for you
overwhelming generosity and support.

The 2008 Capital Campaign Committee Honorary Chairman , Joseph Vandernoot

Clergy Steering Committee Renovations Committee
Rev. Msgr. Thomas R. Kelly Jerry Baum, Chairman Rita Murray Paul Steinborn (RIP)
Rev. Msgr. Walter F. Kenny Anne Avenius Steve Piccone Anne Avenius

Rev. Joseph DeSanto John McGarr Anne-Mieke Smeets Jack Callahan

Rev. Joseph Karimattom Mary Jo Mitchell John Spollen Jay Romagnoli
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A book review by Annalea Ricci

There has been much controversy soding the recent book on the letters of Mo
Teresa of Calcutta. This book published by Doubted&007 and edited by Brian Kolodiejch
is entitled_Mother Teresa — Come Be My Ligh¥lother Teresa was born in Macedonia in 1¢
She joined the Sisters of Loreto in 1928 and wa s&®India early on in her religious life.
twenty years she taught at a high school in Calg¢utttil she received a call from God to begin 5e
vice to the extreme poor and form the Missionaoie€harity. Father Kolodiejchuk is spearheading Mwts can-
onization efforts and does careful work in orgamgzher personal letters which reveal her inneiitsiirlife. Most
of us remember Mother Teresa as a tiny, wrinkledvwadbman with sparkling eyes and a ready smile.Hautletters
reveal an inner desolation, as she felt herseéfbef the presence of God for almost fifty yeé®be repeatedly
said, “If | ever become a Saint — | will surely bee of “darkness.” | will continually be absentrfrdcHeaven — to
light the light of those in darkness on earth.” Hevit then that such a positive and prayerful peyshat this great
woman of peace and devotion could have such amaste‘dark night of the soul’ and still do so mugdod on
this earth? The answer lies in her belief that desled this of her so that she might reach otBées says continu-
ally, “His ways are so beautiful - to think that Wwave God almighty to stoop so low as to love yod me and
make use of us - and make us feel that He reaigsi@s.” She believed herself to be a bridge betvaasd and
others and if she had to suffer the lack of Godésence in her life for five decades, she wasngltio do so. This
book focuses on making the beatified Mother Tenetgaa saint. And after reading her story, | bedighat she is.

Interestingly enough, James Martinitohiography, My Life With the Saintpublished by Loyola Press in
2006, mentions Mother Teresa as one ofhloly companion®n life’s journey. Father Martin tells how he came
upon seventeen saints and companions who greatyhed his life. Their personalities vary greatlycluded are
St. Bernadette Soubirous, Thomas Merton, the UgaMiatyrs, Dorothy Day, Mary, Ignatius Loyola, JaahArc
and Pope John XXIII. Father Martin tells of his gersion to the religious life through a statue afr6 Jude that
lay hidden (but not forgotten) in his sock drawiegich of the Saints and good people that he prekelas center
ourselves and find an essential thought that vaithyc us through different challenges in life. Heotpd Mother
Teresa as saying: “You can do something | can't dan do something you can’t do. Together letasamething
beautiful for God.” This one statement is enougingpire many months of life as we travel with hera spiritual
guide. The other saints presented similarly enoichlives. At long last | found a book | didn’t wiate put down,
for it touched my spirit with its pure messages oW to live a more Christ centered life. | recomuh@rhighly!
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Dear Fellow Parishioners,

In September a group of parents met tvess the possibility of re-igniting the St. Augnsts Youth
Group. Itis sometimes hard in this day and agenes an adult, to fully understand the importaanwetrele-
vance of being part of a Parish. In the past “wesp” acted as the focal point for our communiti\aties
such as organized sports, social activities, aadétebration of various milestones in life. Tisisiot neces-
sarily so for today’s youth. And yet, when | lodkadl the events and activities our parishionengehaeen in-
volved in over the last number of months, | amdtroy the fact that they mostly involve communitytreach
programs, sports, social activities and the sacnémheelebrations.

How blessed we are to have a communipeople who share a common bond of Catholicismw Ho
fortunate to have a group of dedicated people catadhio engaging the youth of our parish. Withtadlay’s
distractions this is no easy task. We must as @lPeontinue to present opportunities and to eragmiour
young adults to participate so that in the yeaisotoe they will understand the relevance of beig pf this
great Catholic community.

Many thanks, as always, to all who hawetigbuted to this publication.

— Mary Margaret Johnson, Editor
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