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       Earlier this year, four parishioners were specially honored at the annual volunteer dinner for 
their continuing work and leadership on behalf of St. Augustine’s, as well as its mission to the lar-
ger community. The honorees for volunteers of the year were Mary Lou Mannix (see page 2) and 
Jim Jeffry (see page 4).  
       Monsignor Kenny also gave a special Pastor’s Award to John and Mary Spollen. John has long 
served as Trustee for the parish and as a close advisor to the pastor. He has also been active in 
serving the parish in many additional ways, as has his wife Mary, including the forming of the cur-
rent youth basketball program, establishing and maintaining the parish website, and publishing the 
commemorative book on The Art and Architecture of our church building. Mary served as the long time religious 
education director for the parish, building a strong foundation for the continued challenge and success of this vital 
and demanding program. She has also recently authored a book, published in 2007 by Paulist Press, entitled Con-
necting With Parents: A Catechist's Guide to Involving Parents in Their Child's Religious Formation (now available 
at Amazon.com). Both Spollens have been individually profiled previously in recent issues of Reflections. 

       Volunteers from our parish have gone down to Mother Teresa’s Soup Kitchen in 
the South Bronx since the early 1970’s. Our association with the Kitchen began with 
great enthusiasm. Mother Teresa’s Soup Kitchen had just opened. For one, it pro-
vided an opportunity for the children of St. Augustine’s to do a service project, some 
of which was connected to their Confirmation. Also, as a minimum to share an ex-
perience that shows how some of the poorer class live and realize they are humans 
too. We all know what will be the final judgment for rich people (Sadly, because they 
are not slim enough to be able to pass through a needle) and that the poor will inherit 
heaven, but nothing is said about us in the middle class. So, when the original group 
of young teens grew up and became occupied with other adolescent activities the 
adults took over and have been doing it ever since. 
       What always has been a constant is the food donated by our parishioners. This is 
almost always done anonymously and is accepted thankfully by the nuns. The first 
time my wife, Helen, and I went to the Soup Kitchen we had scanty directions, 
this was before GPS, and so we stopped at two or three gas stations and asked if 
they knew where Mother Teresa’s Soup Kitchen was. No one knew, or at least 
would admit knowledge of a sacred enterprise until one fellow said he had seen 
some nuns walking around a few blocks away. Using that fragment of informa-
tion we were able to locate the Kitchen and begin work. Continued on next page... 
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The  Spollens 
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            The Bronx, this part is designated as Mott Haven, has changed a great deal 
since Mother Teresa first arrived.  Almost all to the better. What were abandoned 
buildings have been revived and boarded up windows replaced with glass.  But, the 
work the volunteers do is the same.  We bring in the food collected during the week 
and then work in the kitchen and dining room.  Kitchen tasks include chopping vege-
tables, cleaning pots and pans, and what ever else needs to be done.  Before the peo-
ple arrive, the volunteers and nuns pray. When the diners arrive, they find a seat and 
the nun in charge leads them in prayer and there is a short talk. After the prayer, the 
diners are served at their tables.  Usually the food has been prepared by the nuns. 
Typically, it consists of a salad, some kind of stew, bread, and a sweet such as pie, or 
cake and coffee or tea.  Occasionally, a volunteer cooks but this is an unusual event 
and only the very confident with persuasive talents try (if the head nun allows them).  
Meal finished, the diners bring their plates, cups, cutlery to the wash station.  Dishes 
are washed at a triple sink- soaped, rinsed and rinsed again in very hot water... The 
tables are wiped clean, the floor swept, and mopped.  Some of the diners join in do-
ing this work.  Usually the volunteers leave at this time.  It would be approximately 
two hours since we arrived. 
             There is always a need to have volunteers.  Particularly now.  Personal reasons, including health, have re-
duced our number.  If the description of the work appeals to you, please consider volunteering.  Some of us do not 
feel comfortable teaching religious ed. so this is another way of providing service to the church. You will enjoy it.  
Most of the time we go down on a Saturday morning but this can be done on any day of the week except Friday.    

While we cannot list the donors, you may wish to know who our volunteers are.  They are: Liz Imperato, 
Kevin Brosnan, Pamela Autorino, Peggie Cashman, Nancy Manion, Peggy McDermott, Cecilia Storick, Michelle 
Steichen, John Feuerbach, Eva Flamm, Sheldon Flamm, Dave Denison, Tom Stuart.  Also, Gabe Fay, Kay Molloy, 
Mary Lou Mannix.  There are others whose names I did not keep a record of but whose work is generously given.   
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             Mary Lou Mannix has been so closely associated with Mother Theresa’s Soup Kitchen in the Bronx for so 
long that she felt it must have been a mistake when she learned she was to receive a volunteer’s award. “Didn’t 
Monsignor know I’d been in Alaska for over a year,” she joked. 
             Indeed, she had only recently returned from an extended visit there with family and had hardly the time to 
check in with Tom Stuart who had been shepherding the parish’s Soup Kitchen work in her absence, when she was 
singled out for recognition. But, not just for the Soup Kitchen but for all her many efforts, and her joyful volunteer 
spirit and leadership. Certainly, the parish could not have a more passionate and articulate spokesperson for volun-
teer work than Mary Lou.   
             (Of her many months above the lower 48, Mary Lou reports “life in a beautiful little cabin in the woods in a 
very small town was great. My family was attentive daily; there were good friends and an active parish nearby of 
about thirty families, with a joyful school where exciting things happened all the time. Of course, too, there were a 
few side adventures thrown into the pot.”) 
             Mary Lou, who hints of plans to now leave Larchmont for good, remembers her connections to St. 
Augustine’s with pride and abiding affection: “This parish has been an important part of my life for over 75 years,” 
she says. “As a very young child I recall my mother (Hilder Feurbach) spreading a beautiful brocade on the floor 
then crossing herself before she cut into it to make vestments for the priests of St. Augustine’s. I can remember her 
selecting carpet for the sanctuary and flower arrangements for the altar, sewing with Alice Vandernoot and helping  
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Mary Lou Mannix Continued… 
 

plan many social events. My mother was also a very active member of the Moth-
ers Guild of St. Augustine’s Academy.  My sister, brothers and I all attended that 
school and all of my eleven children attended elementary school at St. 
Augustine’s. Our family history with the parish goes way back. And, particularly 
after Vatican II,” she continues, “our parish reached out to the world around us. 
Then married, with family, it was exciting to be part of this active, prayerful 
community. There was so much to do, and many, many parishioners to do it all.”  
             The memories flooded in on Mary Lou like flipping through pages in a 
picture album. She speaks of Ministers of the Liturgy and of the Eucharist, “a 
most important part of the spiritual and prayer life of our community.” She 
speaks too, of the Parish Council’s work and, within it, the Peace and Justice 
Committee and the Liturgical and Education Committee, “including continuing 
Education for Adults, a vital ongoing experience.” She says the parish’s efforts with our young in education have 
“become a focus, with hundreds of volunteers succeeding in creating a prayerful joyous place for our children to 
grow in the faith.” 
             Other highlights leapt to mind: “Our Thanksgiving liturgy evolved into a significant and wonderfully sym-
bolic celebration of our national day of thanks to God. – The first Re-Direct Christmas fund purchased a mobile 
medical unit for Mother Theresa’s.  – Creating the Angel Tree with its gift giving in the spirit of the season and es-
tablishing a connection with meeting the hopes of the needy was another way to have a broad segment of the parish 
work together. – My ten years with the Youth Group was an amazing, simply unforgettable experience, populated 
with friendly visitors, teens visiting shut-ins, Appalachia, migrants in Michigan, and many hot summers in Wash-
ington, D.C. soup kitchens and work with the homeless.”  
             And even now, she is moved that, “The people of St. Augustine’s are still reaching out in ever new ways.” 
Mary Lou points to various examples, “The Soup Kitchen and work with the Sisters, Missionaries of Char-
ity.” (Gifts of packaged food for this program may be left in the boxes in the Church vestibule, or brought forward 
by children at the Sunday family Mass offertory. While the current number of volunteers is adequate, those inter-
ested in possible making food deliveries or serving as volunteers for the Soup Kitchen can leave their names with 
the Rectory.) She continues, “The Hope Pantry, the big food program run out of New Rochelle, and Habitat For 
Humanity’s home building using our parishioners and fellow Larchmonters to create good housing for local fami-
lies in real need.” Finally, she points to the good work of the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Interfaith Council. 
             Mary Lou says people make a difference: “All these activities require many hands, many players. There are 
literally hundreds of our parish members doing God’s work, but there is always a need and room for more.” 
             “St. Augustine’s volunteers are legion. There are still some old timers like me, but it is refreshing to see so 
many new young faces – specially when many of them have grown up here as did I.”  It is good, Mary Lou, that the 
chain remains unbroken thanks to fine people like you.  

 

Joe Vandernoot and Mary Lou Mannix 
(holding her award)  
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           Jim Jeffry was raised in Holy Rosary Parish in Antioch, California, where he was an altar boy and lector and 
attended Holy Rosary School.  Francisco Vicente, the Dominican pastor of the parish, was like a member of the Jef-
fry family. “When I was a boy, my mom and dad taught me by example the value and importance of being involved 
in parish life.”   
           In high school, Jim attended De La Salle High School in Concord, California, where he had great ex-
periences with his dad and with classmates on retreats at the Christian Brothers’ retreat facility in the beautiful 
Napa Valley. Jim says he would encourage all young people to go on a retreat if they have an opportunity.   

Continued on next page... 
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           Jim went to college at University of California at Berkeley, where he 
met his future wife, Sheli, earned his Chemistry degree, and taught CCD to 
3rd and 4th graders at Holy Spirit Parish near the university. After gradua-
tion, he taught high school math and counseled students at Saint Mary’s 
College High School, a Christian Brothers school. After three years of 
teaching, Jim went back to school. He earned his law degree at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, where mass was held in the law school on Sunday 
nights and he played on the university volleyball team.   
            Upon graduation, Jim and Sheli married and moved to New York 
City.  Their two children, Megan and Patrick, were born in New York. The 
Jeffry’s moved to Larchmont in 1999, where Megan and Patrick are active 
in the CYO basketball program at St. Augustine’s and Sheli is active behind 
the scenes. “Sheli has had many great ideas that have benefited our parish. 
She is incredibly talented and I am grateful to her for all her love and support,” Jim explained. 
            Jim started out practicing law in New York, then moved his practice to Stamford, CT a few years back.  
Jim finds his professional career both challenging and rewarding. “In the legal profession, my specialty is in-
tellectual property law, including patents, trademarks and trade secrets. As a litigator, I enforce clients’ intel-
lectual property rights against others who infringe them and defend clients alleged to infringe on others’ intel-
lectual property rights. I also counsel clients regarding IP issues and agreements.” Jim currently is focused on 
developing an aspect of his practice that will serve Latin American clients in need of IP assistance in the U.S. 
           Jim’s principal volunteer work at St. Augustine’s has been the parish council. He has held various of-
fices and has worked on committees considering parish council nominations, the parish council constitution 
and by-laws, the parish database and a possible parish directory, the Cardinal’s Appeal, increased weekly giv-
ing, redirect Christmas, and combining Christmas carols, candles and cocoa. “I am grateful to have had the op-
portunity to participate in the parish council, providing input and counsel to Monsignor Kenny.” Jim also has 
enjoyed coaching in the CYO basketball program and starting up and participating in the Saturday morning 
mens’ basketball program. 
            While he believes we all have to pitch in to get the job of parish work done, Jim keeps a healthy trust in 
the wisdom and power of God to guide our efforts. “I believe that volunteers are important as one means 
through which God accomplishes God’s work on earth. Volunteering provides an opportunity to become more 
informed about what is going on within our parish and about how the parish functions. It provides a chance to 
serve others and to work to improve our parish. Many enjoy participating in social outreach through programs 
the parish participates in such as Habitat for Humanity and the Midnight Run, which helps reveal a loving and 
caring Catholic face to others who need our help. Rewards are great when one’s energy is channeled in ways 
intended to benefit others in our parish, church and/or world. Volunteering gives one a greater sense of owner-
ship and belonging within our parish.”   
            Jim believes there are many opportunities to get involved at Saint Augustine’s for those who are interested.  
“The CYO basketball program is one great way. Showing up as a family to set up for an event such as the parish 
picnic or the Christmas carols event can be very enjoyable for all members of the family and help all to feel a 
greater pride in their parish and in the event that takes place. Just attending events and enjoying the company of 
others in the parish is a great way to be involved. I would encourage anyone who has an idea for an activity that 
will benefit Saint Augustine’s to bring the idea to Monsignor Kenny and the parish council, then role up your 
sleeves and work to bring your idea to fruition.” 
             “We at Saint Augustine’s have been and continue to be blessed with many wonderful priests who care for 
and minister to us. That becomes clear when one considers that Monsignor Kenny greets us after every mass in the 
back of the church, Father Joseph came all the way from India to minister to us, Father DeSanto still returns to help 
us at special occasions, and Father Ryan and Father Frank enrich our parish community through the masses they 
celebrate.  Continued... 

Jim, Sheli, Megan & Patrick Jeffry 
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His final thought is a note of thanks:   
             “I am grateful to and appreciate all the many people, both religious and lay, who have worked and continue 
to work to make our parish an even better place than it would have been without their efforts. They are blessings in 
all of our lives.”  
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By Ken Ricci 

              St. Augustine’s Auxiliary presented a Morning of Recollection on Saturday, February 3, 2007 featuring Fr. 
Patrick J. Ryan S.J., a noted Jesuit scholar. The day began with Mass at 9 AM, followed by coffee and his talk at 10 
AM. About fifty attendees braved the cold Saturday morning to hear Fr. Ryan’s talk, which lasted for about an hour 
and was followed by a lively question and answer session. 
             Father Ryan received his Doctorate at Harvard University in Muslim studies and spent almost 26 years in 
West Africa over a 40-year period. His erudition and dry wit seemed a perfect match for this cold, sunny winter 
morning. His talk pivoted around the remarks by Pope Benedict XVI in September at the University of Regensburg 
wherein the Pope presented a talk on Reason and Faith and noted among other observations that faith is served not 
by force or threat of force but by the gentle persuasion of reason, marrying the Classical Greek love of Reason with 
the Hebrew gift of Revelation. At the outset of his speech, Benedict quotes from the 14th Century Byzantine Em-
peror Manuel II Paleologis. This quotation triggered a violent and deadly reaction in the Arab lands that made head-
lines and compelled the Pope to issue a retraction of sorts in an effort to sooth relations. 
             Fr. Ryan noted that Benedict in his new role has many more constraints in his public utterances than he did 
as Joseph Ratzinger, the “first class theologian.” He noted that the Pope in his new role has the duty to both recog-
nize the religious sensibilities of the religious “Other” (in this case Islam) and at the same time to speak honestly 
about the need for a dialogue grounded in the twenty first century rather than the eighth century. 
             In his overview on the rise of Islam, Fr. Ryan noted that while Arab power spread by the sword in the cen-
tury after the death of Mohammed, Islam spread much more slowly in the wake of Arab conquest, at times being 
welcomed by the local populace as the lesser burden than previous rulers. He parsed at length the meaning of 
“jihad” and distinguished it from holy war in classic Arab texts and pointed out the need to have scholars vetting 
the Holy Father’s future speeches.  
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1. Peggie Cashman, Bill Robb, Orla  
Cashman; 2. Tom Leghorn, Susan Sweeney, 

Theresa Kump Leghorn, Jim Sweeney;  
3. Lucy & Philip Johanson, Margaret Pagan-

ini and her son, Francesco Paganini;  
4. Nancy & Donald Manion; 5.Ellie and Art 

Geoghegan, Al & Gina LePore 
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       On March 18, 2007 my brother Burke and 
I attended an Interfaith Council Service to 
commemorate the fallen soldiers in the Iraq/
Afghanistan war. It was sad to know how 
many people have died and to see all the 
names of the deceased.  
       The Circuit Riders, a band from the 
Mamaroneck Methodist Church, played music 
and there were speakers from many different 

congregations in town including Father Joe from our own parish.  
       It was nice to see how many people care about the soldiers and 
how different religions can come together for a common cause.  
 

       Sunday afternoon, March 25, was the second time St. Augustine’s 
organized an “Irish Fleadh” in the auditorium. At 2:30 pm people started 
to trickle in, and by 3:00 pm the place was full with parishioners and 
friends to enjoy Irish music and dance. More than 200 people, families 
with young children, as well as people of all ages, enjoyed an “Irish” af-
ternoon with the “Wild Irish Rovers” band, consisting of Bernadette Fee 
(fiddle) Mike McGovern (vocals and guitar) and Darren Maloney (banjo). 
Even some parishioners dared to make use of the dance floor!  
       The dancers of the Lynn Academy of Irish Dance, including our own 
Ciara Henry, treated us to a wonderful performance of Irish dance, while 
their instructor, Joanne O’Hanlon, explained the different dance 
steps and proficiency requirements for competitions. The children 
were fascinated by the dancers, their costumes, and dancing shoes 
and surrounded the stage to have a good look.  

       After the performance, 
Bernadette Fee and her band 
played again, children tried 
to dance to the Irish music 
and we were treated to a very 
professional looking Irish 
dance routine by two sisters 
that were in the audience. 
We envied them for their 
skill. For the younger children there was also arts & crafts, which was 
greatly appreciated. Non-alcoholic Irish coffee, tea, sodas, juices, plus 
cookies and soda bread were enjoyed.  

       This wonderful family social was a great success again. The committee (consisting of Brigid Brennan 
Henry, Nancy Lennon, Anne-Mieke Smeets and Helen Waters) did a great job organizing the afternoon, and 
we are grateful to the many people who pitched in on the day itself, setting up, serving large quantities of Irish 
coffee and cleaning up afterwards. Hopefully we will see you at the next “Irish Fleadh.” 
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Please join our church community and help others by participating in one of our parish ministries.  
To learn more about these groups, visit our parish web site: www.staugustineny.org  or call the rectory at 834-1220. 

Adult Education                 
Altar Guild                          
Altar Servers                      
Angel Tree                         
Baptismal Robes               
Basketball—Adults & Children 
Bereavement Group 
Book Group 
Cancer Sewing Group 
Choir—Adults & Children 
Christian Social Action 
Coffee Hour—Family Mass 
Cub Scouts 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Pre-school Religion During Family Mass 
Prison Ministry 
Reflections 
Religious Education 
Religious Education Board 
Retreats 
Rosary Group 
Seniors 
Thanksgiving Dinner Drive 
Ushers 
Welcoming Committee 
Young Adults 
Youth Ministry 
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Food Pantry 
French Community 
Habitat for Humanity 
Ladies Auxiliary 
Larchmont Catholic Library 
Larchmont Interfaith Council 
Lectors 
Legion of Mary 
Meditation Group 
Midnight Run 
Mother Teresa’s Soup Kitchen 
Parents with Young Children 
Parish Council 
Prayer Network 
 

.��%��$����$��*��/���
�$�$�&���
��&���������������� 	 & ��$�������
��&����$���
��&��$0��� ��� !���$�� %
1��#����� ������ ���$#��� ����� - ���#�$�� %$��� ���
!���$��
$�����$������2�)3����$��$���
������ 

����� �������%��$����
���������
�������3������� ������##������ ��� ������+�


