In our last issue oReflections Mary Ellen Beitel sparked a discussion on teaghite faith in our parish with the
article: “Religious Education, Where Are We Goihgh experienced and dedicated catechist (CCD tgcimother
and religious education board member, Mary Ellesech questions that catechetical experts in Rordeoan own US
Bishops have been seriously discussing for thetpastty years. Her insight is especially keen whle@ asks, “...could
the community better support the Religious Educaltoogram?” Reflections Summer 2006)

Frequently we use the terms “CCD” and “Religiousi&ition” interchangeably. “CCD” is an abbreviatfon Con-
fraternity of Christian Doctrine which was estabés in 1935 to provide religious instruction fond#nts not able to go
to Catholic schools. The initials remain as an ¢agydespite many changes in approach and orgemizater the years.
“Religious Education” has become a popular altéveadescription for teaching religion but most atfudocuments re-
fer to “catechesis” when they talk about handingrenFaith.

The current structure of our own parish religiods@tion, CCD, is a classroom model as it is intrildsstchester
parishes. Our program offers a well-organized amqgbsrtive atmosphere for teachers and studentthidmarish we are
particularly proud of the many parents and othéunv@ers who bring their rich academic backgrouenas professional
experience to the program for the children. Ouh@Glit faith is a rich spiritual and intellectualiggon. They face the
challenge to impart its teachings with both chanu dedicated preparation.

Our teaching, however, is child centered and soraévgblated from the total parish community. Mate& ques-
tions whether more parishioners should be invobeith in teaching and in making policy. From heasgrroots experi-
ence, she touches upon concerns of the AmericarcBlamd its Bishops. In fact, in recent years sooramunities are
changing from child centered school models towardstal parish religious education, which activelyolves all pa-
rishioners and not just childrefContinued on page 2)

By Judy SilbersteiliExcerpted fronThe Larchmont Gazette, January

Thank you letters, emails, faxes and photos haen lilwoding Jenny McFarland’ i
mailbox in response to the December blitz she ldelrganize to send care packages :
troops serving in Iraq and holiday baskets to dagailies with a parent deployed intff 3 !1%" I"& ' #
military (See Summer 2006 Edition Beflections b )&=

Captain Paul Zacharzuk emailed his appreciatiom fiaqg adding “It makes it eve +, -&
more special when you see the faces of those Matirst don't always receive somethi
finally get a package. For them, they know that s@mne out there cares about them &
took the time to spend their own money to senttla Bomething over here to them.”

On December 23, Ms. McFarland heard from Air Fdvtaester Sgt. Bob Rauch, wh
for the first time is missing a holiday with hisferiKathy and their 7 children. “You don[ - /0 !, !
know how much packages like these mean to the maryand women serving overse 1l
without their spouses and children,” he wrote ireamail.

“We are all looking forward to coming home and thests of kindness will make tH - 1M
return that much sweeter,” wrote Major Michael Ao®n on December 23. 2




The motivation for this shift is in the fact thaith is a gift and is continually in process. Ead¢ us is called to
lifelong learning in faith and spirituality.

This change in focus has been gradual shmed@960’s. After the Second Vatican Council soéspes experi-
enced a visible transition in the parish teachinggmms particularly in the preparation of conveRarishes started
RCIA programs to guide catechumens towards Bapistheducation in the Catholic faith. The RCIA (RifeChristian
Initiation of Adults) grew out of reflection on tleatechesis of the early Church when aspiring @Ganis were brought
into the assembly during the first part of the Earidt and then were dismissed with teachers fromnanthe members
who gave them instructions based on the liturgy thedreadings for the day. Thike original catechesisinvolves the
whole community and is adult in focus. Catechetschiolars and Church teaching encouraged the R@d/Acantinue to
see it as a way of renewing the parish becausealves so many adult parishioners guiding the @atholics. It also
includes the whole parish through various liturglesing the year when the candidates are presémtbe parish at spe-
cial Sunday Masses.

Several more serious and important Church documemntgsatechesis followed the revival of the RCIA.eTh
“Catechism of the Catholic Church” organizing Chudbctrine was published in 1994. The Vatican thehlished a
worldwide guide for all types of religious educatim the Church called the “General Directory f@at€hesis” (1997).
In 1999 the American Bishops presented their paksman for educating adults in faith in “Our HeaWere Burning
Within Us.” Our own Bishops in the United Statestbe General Directory for Catechesis within thaekican culture
with guidelines published in the “National Diregtdor Catechesis” in 2005. Finally, the AmericarsiBps just came
out with “The United States Catholic Catechism Aatults” (2006). Repeatedly, these significant amdiqy setting
documents emphasize that the focus of religiousatthn is for everyone in the parish.

While the Church in Rome and our own Bishaps preaching the priority of continuous adultgielus educa-
tion, what is the real and practical impact in oum parish? Actually the documents have an aireoi#givity to the
lives of economically and emotionally stressed fa®i They suggest using the context of the paaisth Sunday Mass
and indeed the present structure of the religicugation program to involve the parish in a totgdr@ach to catechesis.

The parishioners themselves first must recogniee ttwn responsibility to continue to grow in thederstanding
of Jesus Christ, the scriptures and the Churchdérsan the parish will bring them to this awarenasd then the organ-
ized parishioners and the Pastoral team will wodether to design an ongoing and revisable apprtmaeducation in
the faith. The education committee of the Parislir@d might be the catalyst to start such an effaht here in St.
Augustine’s. What will the real continuing religmeducation look like?

Well some things will be just the same but now thwbe recognized as part of our parish wide chésis. Using
the context of the current religious educationditdren, parents will be alerted to their respbitisy towards their own
spiritual development as well as the religious @tioa of their children. It is already printed drethome page of St.
Augustine’s Religious Education website that pareme the primary religious educators of theirdreih. Parents must
be willing to participate in Religious Educationdanot simply drop the children off for classes aoasider their re-
sponsibility accomplished. That does not meanttigt all become classroom teachers. Parents vehtharfirst nurtur-
ers of their children have been religious educasorse the birth of their children. Holiness isealdy there! So more
formal teaching may mean using weekly parent p&ges the texts that go home after class. Sacrarmprigrams also
involve parents more intensely. Some religiouscatlan programs are also using creative schedolirggrtain classes
to include parents. Sharing service projects amticjzating in parish activities with their famieare possible alterna-
tives that would be intergenerational and paristieneligious education used to replace some clagstime. The train-
ing sessions for teachers of religious educatieradgo part of continuing education in faith.

There are numerous and creative possibilities ¢corporate expanded adult education along with theent reli-
gious education for children. It requires willingseo understand the shift in focus, cooperatioaregymmany people and
patience to let the Holy Spirit work and rework tirecess. Mary Ellen Beitel speaks with the visiba Bishop when
she calls for collaboration and dialogue and enwisia program that could be the centerpiece ofriahptamily faith
community. ReflectionsSummer 2006)

For parishes without classroom programs or for ating the rest of the parish, the idea of a whammunity
catechesis is being implemented in some paristesdrthe United States. In this approach parisigaee invited to
listen for specific instruction during the homily 8unday Mass. Working outlines are handed outhfiarseholds to
share at home or they are found on the interneutie meetings are arranged that are intergepesdtand cherish the
oldest to the youngest members of the parish. Thepg are led by trained catechists. Families skedato continue to
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discuss the ideas of the week and even to writendoammitments to their religious life. All is exqied within the
comfort level of each family and household asnt§ itself right now no matter who makes up theifiaor household.
In the case of single adults living alone, they emeouraged to join with other families or gathéhvgroups who have
more time to meet during the week at Church.

Bill Huebsch has written several short books exjtgj “Whole Community Catechesis” and is a gooenerice
for this practical attempt towards a total paristigious education. His explanations are as cowalfide and approach-
able as is his vision of a total parish programadaition, the publishers of religion textbooks éalesigned websites to
be used as resources for the weekly parish-widdysithey also offer clearer explanations of “WhGlemmunity Cate-
chesis.” Click on these sites for information aratenials: _www.wholecommunitycatchesis.camww.harcourtreligion.
com and www.comingtofaith.com

In summary, Mary Ellen Beitel was asking about miorelvement of the parishioners in religious editwa In
doing so, she was touching on the concerns of #f®ps who have come to realize that religious atioig is not just
for children. Church documents testify that callmeself Catholic implies lifelong learning in tfath. The practical
application calls for creativity and a shift in tecwithin our classroom, child centered progratmasks everyone in the
parish to consider the newer “Whole Community Clagsts” being used in some parishes. At the verst |Baflections
has given us the opportunity to become more consa our own responsibility to read more, listettér and attend to
“The Word of the Lord”

Mary Spollen has authored a training booklet fduateer Catechists, GNNECTING WITH PARENTS (A Catechists Guide to

Involving Parents in Their Child's Religious Forina) to be published this year Bye Paulist Press
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Parents and Tots meet Friday mornings after thé Btass a
St. Augustine’s in Larchmont and hold a numberatfial and
educational events throughout the year. The missiothe
network is as follows:
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For further information please contact: Margaregd®ani
833-3123 or Patti Ann Cunningham 833-2310.
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Fall Fling November 4™ 2006
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Seniors Halloween Party
October 19th 2006

Ladies Auxiliary Holly Party ('

Lorna Kelly Event

) Christmas Carols Sing-a-long
: December 10" 2006

R G g
< a‘__,a__*r. ‘—«-.
b P TS L
[ MR T W |

Thanksgiving Meal Drive
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St. Augustine’s 2006 Anniversary Couples

Mr. & Mrs. Robert DiGiacomo

Monsignor pictured with: Carmine & Rosemarie Magazino—40 Yrs;

Robert & Ruth DiGiacomo—50 yrs; Loren & Pilar Finnell—40 yrs;
2 3 L A% 56 ! 4%& " Bobby was on his way back to Brooklyh

when his friend’s wife asked him to comjz
Mr. & Mrs. John Piro to a party to meet her cousin. Unfortunately Her

Margaret met John when her dentist retired and referre¢ h ul:rs]!r;’r?g:ﬁéflvrveh%dzvgzda?sgagf :E:t e;snlnsgél ilét
to the new dentist who had taken over his practice... shg party,

. . . . obby to wait around. When Ruth returned hoipe
never paid that bill. John & Margaret Piro were married Julyob6 X .
at Our Ladies Chapel in St. Patrick's Cathedral. They honeysdc )nat 10PM her mother asked her if she was going to

in Hawaii and after a short stint in an apartment in Fleetiv(o gztteBtggbfelgc;vl\(/e%gﬁg %ﬁ? tl;]gct’r:“hfﬁ”ggbtge (E:ilrz;i :’sr
moved to Larchmont. 1 y gnt y

’ i i i ]
Margaret's advice to anyone getting married: he’s only missed one date in 50 years of marriaje!
e+t "+ -$ /%0
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Redirect Christmas was instituted at St. Augussimeany years ac
to address the great spiritual, emotional and ri@teunger felt by man
so close to our parish, especially at Christmag.tiBince so many at ¢ I 4% &

Augustine’s are abundantly blest, we can “give Bdwkredirecting a gif . 1% (8% )
that was for a friend or loved one to a charityhieir name.

Each year we try to alternate between an intematicause and a na-
tional cause. This year Darfur, Sudan was choseuaReDirect Christmas destination. Over 400,0@d,mvomen and
children have been killed by the Janjaweed, an drmititia force designed to wipeout villages in Bar Millions of
people have been displaced with very few takingriieto give them shelter, food, medicine and edioa. There are
two organizations that have stayed in Darfur degpiteats, in order to get help to the people.

“Save the Children” provides food, shelter and edioo for the refugees. There are over 2.4 milsshool age
children who were forced out when their homes altdges were destroyed. They are left homeless matfiood and no
chance of an education. “Save the Children” is gamto the camps and administering to these childre

The other organization is the International MatlCorps. They run three camps in the Sudan drati Gerving
the refugees arriving from Darfur daily. They toislthat $10 can buy medicine to save 14 people éiysentery. Thou-
sands arrive in their camps daily. How many carsaxee? They also travel to desert areas and seedah facilities,
training the local residents to be self-sustaining.

This year, these two organizations will shat&,$06 raised by our parish’s generous ReDirecis€@has effort.

For More Information:
Save the Children: http://www.savethechildren.org
IMC (International Medical Corps): http://www.imcworldwide.org




L § "-‘ The Rosary was given to Saint Dominic dei@an, a Spanish priest, in 1214 by the Blessed Vir-
3 gin Mary herself. History tells us that St. Domisicuggled to help the people of his parish to bve
; more Christian lifestyle and to convert the unbadis of his time (Albigensian heresy). Our Lady
< gave him the perfect tool to draw souls to Chrise Most Holy Rosary. As he increasingly preached
*  the Rosary to his congregation as the Blessed higd told him to do, more and more of his parish-
4,‘;" ioners began to mend their ways and the heretigarbe convert.

In facing the spiritual warfare and tormémat St. Dominic was subject to, Our Lady said ¢hes
words to him, “Dear Dominic, do you know which weaphe Blessed Trinity wants to use to reform tlogle?” she
continued...“l want you to know that, in this kind whrfare the battering ram has always been the lkngsalter
which is the foundation of the New Testament. Tfogeeif you want to reach these hardened soulsrndhem over
to God, preach my Psalter.” St. Dominic preachedRbsary for the rest of his life. Both Jesus aradywappeared to
him. Our Lady herself told St. Dominic that she teghhim to preach the Most Holy Rosary. This is vi#tyDominic
is known as the Patron Saint of the Most Holy RpsdrThe Blessed Virgin Mary. As a result of all i gifts and
graces bestowed upon him by Our Lady, St. Domirgabghe Dominican Order and the Confraternity ef khost
Holy Rosary(p.18 “The Secret of the Rosary” by St. Louis deniftwt.)

Saint Louis de Montfort tells us that the word “Bog means “Crown of Roses.” That is to say thargwtime
people say the Rosary devoutly they place a croiane hundred and fifty three white roses and sixteed roses
upon the heads of Jesus and Mary. Being heavesbsrdhese roses will never fade or lose their isitgubeauty.
(p-26 “The Secret of the Rosary” by Saint LouisMentfort). Throughout the ages and even in our own time, Our
Lady has appeared to different people, or visi@sarivith a very similar message each time (Parande-1830,
Lourdes, France -1858, Knock, Ireland-1879, FatiPartugal-1917). In her messages she asks all dab yway
(especially the Rosary) on a daily basis, to fastl to go to reconciliation and communion frequentl many of these
visits Our Lady has told us that through the réicitaof the Most Holy Rosary we can bring about sbéution to any
problem no matter how difficult, in our own livesdain the world as well. She has said that thrahghdevoted recita-
tion of the rosary we are able to prevent wars,fianand suspend natural law (such as natural disast any other
kind of tragedy-large or small.) For these reasamd$ more, the devout recitation of the Most Holys&g of The
Blessed Virgin Mary is a wonderful way of gettingser to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit.

In the Joyful, Sorrowful, Luminous, and Glorious stsries represented by the Rosary, we find thry sfalesus’
life on earth 2006 years ago. The Joyful Mysteci@scentrate on the beginning of Christ’'s Birth. Theninous Mys-
teries which were recently added by Pope John Paue a meditation of Christ’s ministry on earfthe Sorrowful
Mysteries are a meditation on Christ's Passion@natifixion. The Glorious Mysteries are a rememioeanf Christ’s
glorious Resurrection and Ascension into heavewelsas Mary’s Assumption and Coronation as QuefeHaaven
and Earth and all Creation. In this way we canisae much Our Beloved Mother in Heaven is waiting ds to an-
swer her call for prayer, conversion and penargige wants us to receive all the gifts and gracatsstiie has specially
prepared for each one of us and to turn to her Mith and prayer. To Jesus through Mary. Amen.

Go to http://www.newadvent.org/library/rosary.pdf for a complete guide to reciting the Rosary.
A copy of this guide will also be included in the next church bulletin.
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St. Augustine’s Ladies Auxiliary and Sts. John &uPa
Women Guild honored Sister Beth Dowd, O.S.U., orioBer
12, 2006, at the Bonnie Briar Country Club durihg 1d" an-
nual “Sylvia Muldoon Woman of Spirit Award Lunchebdn

Sister Dowd, Executive Director, is an extraord}'nIr
woman who more than 25 years ago started a groupech
“Songcatchers.” This program has grown to now idelwhole
families and many volunteers. The program has fieain parts:
After School Music Program, Choir Camp, Concert i§hand
Kindermusic. The mission statement is, “reaching peace Sister Dowd pictured third from right with friends.
through music.”

Sister Dowd explained how she started the programat happened over the years, and what is presgaoithg on
during the year. At the conclusion of the lunchempart of the “Songcatchers” choir presented adednl performance
accompanied by a keyboard player, guitarist (Steteself) and two violinists. A wonderful time waad by all.

For more information or for donations, please contact “Songcatchers” at
44 Liberty Avenue, New Rochelle NY 10801, tel: 654-1178 or e-mail: bdowdmus@aol.com
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The St. Augustine’s Ladies Auxiliary Annuéblly Party, organized by a fantastic
team of volunteers, was held on December 1, 20B6relTwere beautiful Grand Prizes
and the wonderfully put together “prizes” of thei@@se Auction were eagerly awaited
to be “won.” About 220 parishioners enjoyed marusldunch spreads, wine, eggnog,
coffee & tea. The Christmas outfits worn by mangipled to make the atmosphere feel
even more like a special Christmas event.

We thank all of the volunteers who dedidateurs of work for many weeks to
make this such a special party. We also thank teecimants and friends who through

their generous donations made our Holly Party jpbssand we ask you to please pa-
tronize their businesses.

The Holly Party is a social event and the main fars@r for the Ladies Auxiliary. Over the yearss fhroceeds
have been donated to several charitable organimatioch as: St. Rita’s Clinic, Friends of Stevemgusiine, Midnight
Run, Larchmont Friends of the Family, Covenant Houdttle Sisters of the Assumption, Special Prtgeat the
Church/Rectory, Abraham House, Padre Pio Sheltastitiester Hospice Services, Hope Community SexviRe-
Direct Christmas, Ursuline Outreach, Cardinal McREy Services, etc. See you all next year. HaviessBd 2007.

(See additional photos on page 4.)
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Please join our church community and help others by participating in one of our parish ministries.

To learn more about these groups, visit our parish web site: www.staugustineny.org

Adult Education

Altar Guild

Altar Servers

Angel Tree

Baptismal Robes
Basketball—Adults & Children
Bereavement Group

Book Group

Cancer Sewing Group
Choir—Adults & Children
Christian Social Action
Coffee Hour—Family Mass
Cub Scouts

Eucharistic Ministers

or call the rectory at 834-1220.

Food Pantry

French Community

Habitat for Humanity

Ladies Auxiliary

Larchmont Catholic Library
Larchmont Interfaith Council
Lectors

Legion of Mary

Meditation Group

Midnight Run

Parents with Young Children
Parish Council

Prayer Network

Pre-school Religion During Family Mass

Prison Ministry
Reflections

Religious Education
Religious Education Board
Retreats

Rosary Group

Seniors

Soup Kitchen of Mother Theresa
Thanksgiving Dinner Drive
Ushers

Welcoming Committee
Young Adults

Youth Ministry
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